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treaty (June 20) has been generally ascribed to a sort of
temporising duplicity of this Cabinet, which is accused
of having* protracted the negotiation for the sole pur-
pose of watching events. . . . Your Lordship knows
that the treaty was signed before the battle of Marengo
was known at Vienna. The effect of that calamity
would have been exactly the reverse of that which is
imputed to it. If the intelligence had reached Vienna
before the treaty was signed, it would have been im-
possible to have obtained the signature. , . . The
Government would have trembled at any engagement
which might stand in the way of any weakness and
ignominy leading to peace. As it was, I have alwa.ys
considered the conclusion and signature of that treaty
as an exertion of good faith on the part of Austria, and
as a strong testimony of a favourable disposition to
Great Britain; for the crisis in Italy was- approaching,
and the catastrophe was to be expected every day.

4. . . From the day on which the treaty was signed
. I admit that there has hardly been an hour without an
anxious mistrust or which did not require a constant and
unremitting vigilance to keep this Court steady to the
duties which she owed to herself and to her ally. This
diffidence has, however, never been founded on a doubt
of the sincerity of the Austrian Government, but in a
daily experience of its weakness and pusillanimity ; and
the more the latter quality is admitted the more we
must acknowledge the principle of fidelity which has
surmounted the very habit and constitution of the
Government.